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Abstract: The still open topological surgery conjecture for 4-manifolds is equivalent to the 
statement that all good boundary links are freely slice. In this talk, I will show that every good 
boundary link with a pair of derivative links on a Seifert surface satisfying a homotopically trivial 
plus assumption is freely slice. 
 
This subsumes all previously known methods for freely slicing good boundary links with two or 
more components, and provides new freely slice links. This is joint work with Jae Choon Cha and 
Mark Powell. 
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